
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

COVID is back in the news “front and center” this week with vaccines—including boosters-- being 
a major focus. One takeaway from the headlines is that the federally declared public health 
emergency is not ending anytime soon. That means, continuation of the enhanced FMAP for the 
Medicaid program, not disenrolling people from Medicaid/CHIP even though they are no longer 
financially eligible, and PREP Act provisions which take precedence over state laws and 
regulations 

Independent pharmacies are expected to continue to play a key role in responding to this 
unprecedented pandemic that threatens the health well-being of your community or neighborhood.  
Below are some things to consider in looking ahead to 2022 

• With just 50% of the Louisiana population vaccinated (compared to 61% national average), we can 
anticipate continued attention to getting more people—both children and adults—vaccinated   
COVID boosters for all adults are not just “OK” but strongly recommended now.   

•  With another uptick in COVID cases, there will be an increase in demand for COVID therapeutics 
including the soon-to-be available oral antivirals:  

o New oral antivirals which will be available exclusively through pharmacies 
o Monoclonal antibody (MAB) treatment can be administered at pharmacies not only 

through infusion but subcutaneous injection (4 shots given simultaneously) 
• As of Friday morning, we now have 98 pharmacy sites that are “ready to receive” oral antivirals 

and 87 that still need activation. Pharmacies can still be added to the list of pharmacies that can 
receive and dispense oral antivirals. To be added to the list, send an e-mail to vaccines@lipa.org 
with the name, address and phone number of pharmacy, name of primary contact and their e-mail 
address [this is the where the registration e-mail from CDC will be sent]. 

• You may want to consider administering REGEN-COV at your pharmacy via subcutaneous 
injection.  

• Many of our LIPA member pharmacies are successfully administering the Pfizer pediatric vaccine 
to children aged 5-11 and providing vaccine access in what would otherwise be a “pediatric vaccine 
desert.”  In conjunction with pediatric vaccine administration, LIPA has confirmed with Louisiana 
Medicaid that pediatric vaccine counseling will be reimbursable, in addition to the administration 
fee. More details to come. 
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• If Shot for $100 at Community Pharmacies is extended beyond December 31st, LIPA would like 
to expand to more pharmacies; if you are not currently participating in this initiative please consider 
doing so. Pharmacies interested can let LIPA know by e-mailing vaccines@lipa.org . 

 

• ”Biden Warns of Winter With ‘Severe Illness and Death’ for the Unvaccinated” (The Hill)  
• “A Covid-19 ‘Viral Blizzard’ is About to Hit the U.S., Expert Says” (CNN) 
•  “Louisiana Health Experts Warn of Coming COVID Surge, Say Now is Time to Prepare for 

Omicron” (NOLA) 

 

28% of Indy Pharmacies Did Not Submitted Response to Medicaid Cost of Dispensing Survey  

This week, LDH informed LIPA staff that their contractor Myers and Stauffer reports a 72% survey 
response rate from the independent pharmacies and a 98.5% response rate from the chain 
pharmacies to the 2021 cost of dispensing survey. Responses were due in mid-November. LIPA 
has requested a listing of the independent pharmacies that have not responded to the dispensing 
cost survey in order to assist LDH by reaching out to these pharmacies.  It is imperative that all 
pharmacies submit their data for use in updating the “reasonable” dispensing fee for the Louisiana 
Medicaid enrolled pharmacies. Once the final survey results and report are submitted to the 
Department and any updates are approved by CMS, the dispensing fee is set for several years. If 
you have not yet submitted your dispensing cost survey response, we urge you to email or call 
Myers and Stauffer to communicate that your pharmacy will be completing the survey in the next 
few days. 
  
Myers & Stauffer Cost of Dispensing Help Desk: 

• Email: disp_survey@mslc.com  
• Call: 800-374-6858 

  

Note the Timely Filing Deadline for Billing HRSA for Uninsured  
LIPA staff continues to field questions on almost a daily basis regarding the process to bill for 
vaccines administered to patients who are uninsured/ underinsured. As a reminder the COVID-19 
Uninsured Program is a federal program created by Congress as part of the CARES Act that 
reimburses providers for vaccines to the uninsured (as well as COVID-19 related testing and 
treatment) regardless of the patient’s immigration status. Detailed information regarding the 
HRSA Covid-19 reimbursement program can be found at this link, including the multiple steps 
required in order to begin billing through the HRSA program which is administered by 
UnitedHealth Group. According to the website, all claims will be subject to the same timely filing 
requirements required by Medicare; Medicare claims must be filed no later than 12 months, or one 
calendar year, from the date the service. To utilize your time more efficiently, you may find it cost-
effective   to contact your payer vendor company, (e.g., Change Heathcare, OmniSys, FDS, EBS). 



 

 

Their systems can bill these claims (Covid-19 vaccines, Covid-19 testing, home visit claims) for a 
small fee.  Here is the link to a three-pager created by NCPA that contains helpful information and 
answers questions about billing for the uninsured. 
 

Provider Relief Fund Reporting Period 2 Opens January 1st  
Providers who received a payment from the Provider Relief Fund (PRF) between 7/1/20 and 
12/31/20 have until 12/31/21 to spend the funds. Any funds not spent by then will need to be 
returned. The portal for online reporting on how funds were spent will open on 1/1/22 and the 
deadline for submitting the required report for this period is 3/31/22. Here is the link to the PRF 
webpage on Reporting. Note the links on the right side of the webpage including Allowable 
Expenses and Frequently Asked Questions. 
 

Pharmacies Dispensing Oral Antivirals for Treatment of COVID 
As of this morning (December 17th) we are up to 98 Louisiana pharmacies that are set up in the 
CDC system to be able to receive and dispense oral antivirals for treatment of COVID.  With 
FDA Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) expected very soon, it is “crunch time” for the 87 
pharmacies on LDH’s list of prospective COVID anti-viral locations that are not yet “ready to 
receive.”  LIPA will be making follow-up phone calls to these locations to determine if 1) they 
are still interested and 2) assist in getting their enrollment complete.  

 
Availability of the drug in Louisiana will be through independent pharmacies.  Demand is 
expected to exceed supply in the initial weeks with Louisiana expecting approximately 1,000 
courses of treatment in Week 1. The minimum quantity—which will be allocated by LDH and 
shipped by Amerisource Bergen—is 20 courses of treatment, which means that a maximum of 
50 pharmacies will be allocated oral antivirals in week one. Availability is expected to increase 
over time. 
 

A course of treatment for molnupiravir will be five days: 40 capsules, with the patient taking 4 
pills twice daily. Paxlovid by Pfizer is also a five-day course of treatment with dose of 300mg 
(Two 150mg tablets) of Paxlovid with one 100mg tablet of ritonavir, given twice daily for five 
days. Reimbursement to the pharmacy –for assessment, for prescribing, for dispensing—is still to 
be determined. 
 

Shot for $100 at Louisiana Community Pharmacies Continues 

Three more Shot for $100 community pharmacy locations (Marrero, Raceland, and Shreveport) 
were bought on board this week. Pharmacies participating are working collaboratively. 
Additional locations exhausted their initial allocation of gift cards and received more cards. 
For Shot for $100 Locations: 



 

 

• Here is the link to the online 12.17.21 Shot For $100 Gift Card Reconciliation Survey  Shot for 
$100 locations can also use the form to ask us questions, share what is working—and not working—
for you, tell us how we can help you, and any other thing you would like us to be aware. (This link 
was also sent by e-mail to the Point of Contact) 

• Please let us know if you project that you have more gift cards on hand than you will realistically 
be able to distribute by 12/31/21. We can arrange to pick some of them up and transfer them to a 
pharmacy that has already exhausted their initial allocation. LIPA currently has no remaining 
cards in our office. 

 

Seasonal Flu in 21/22 Compared to 20/21  
We are anecdotally hearing reports of more cases of flu in Louisiana this year than was the case 
this time a year ago. One explanation could be that the flu vaccines don’t match the main 
circulating flu vaccine strain.  One of the main circulating influenza viruses has changed and the 
current flu vaccines don't match it well anymore -- an indication they may not do much to 
prevent infection, researchers reported Thursday. But they are still likely to prevent severe 
illness. "From our lab-based studies it looks like a major mismatch," Scott Hensley, a professor 
of microbiology at the University of Pennsylvania who led the study, told CNN. It's bad news for 
the vaccine, he said. Influenza vaccines protect against four different strains of the flu: H3N2, 
H1N1 and two strains of influenza B. Hensley's study only covers H3N2, but that happens to be 
the main circulating strain. 
 

Prescribers are increasingly writing prescriptions for Xofluza rather than Tamiflu. Xofluza is 
administered as a single dose tablet (either 40 mg or 80 mg). Note that it is also recommended as 
post-exposure prophylaxis. Here is the link to a Xofluza coupon that pharmacists can use for 
their patients to help defray out-of- pocket costs.  
 
LDH Issues Updated Guidance on J&J Vaccine 
LDH issued a press release and also Health Alert Network (HAN) Memo # 21-83 on Friday 12/17 
following the FDA Advisory Panel’s unanimous decision to recommend the mRNA vaccines 
(Moderna and Pfizer) over J&J vaccine.  According to the HAN memo, the new CDC 
recommendation states, “mRNA vaccines are preferred over the Janssen COVID-19 vaccine for 
the prevention of COVID-19 for those 18 years of age and over” but stresses “the CDC did not 
recommend removing the Janssen Covid-19 as an option in the U.S. for people who prefer the 
one-dose vaccination.” 
 

If You Run Short of COVID Vaccine. . .  
 . .  check with us! While LIPA does not administer COVID vaccines, we are enrolled with the 
Louisiana Immunization Program as a redistribution site and may be able to help. We have access 
to LINKS, and we order and store Moderna & both Pfizer vaccines [we even have 15 doses of J&J 
on hand] that we can transfer out and get to you. 



 

 

 

CPE Credit for July LIPA Meeting Presentations Now Available  

LIPA has created three separate CPE activities using videos of presentations at the July 2021 LIPA 
meeting in Covington. Pharmacists to earn up to 4.25 hours of Continuing Pharmacy Education. 
For those of you who have already completed your CPE requirements for 2021, you can complete 
and earn credit for these three Activities anytime between now and December 31 of 2022. Here 
are the links to see the announcement, register, and view the video. Upon completion of the 
evaluation/learning assessment, your CPE credit will be automatically uploaded to CPE Monitor. 
This CPE is offered at no charge to LIPA member pharmacies and their employees. The code you 
will need to enter to claim credit is 777.  

 

The Business of Community Pharmacy Benjamin Jolley 1.25 CE Hours 

 

In Pursuit of Greater Transparency in the Prescription Drug Marketplace Mark Blum and Fred 
Mills 1.25 CE Hours 

 
Legal Considerations for Community Pharmacy Owners Mark Cuker, Connor McCabe, 
Donelson Caffery 1.75 CE Hours 

 

Reenroll as a Louisiana Medicaid Provider if You Haven’t Done So 

Pharmacy providers enrolled as Louisiana Medicaid as of 6//30/21 should have received an e-
mail/invite—and in some cases, Second Notices/invites have already gone out—advising them to 
reenroll through the Louisiana Medicaid Provider Enrollment Portal no later than March 31, 2022. 
While March 31st may seem a long way off, we encourage you to go to the Louisiana Medicaid 
Provider Enrollment Portal and re-enroll immediately. Currently, we understand it can take up to 
three weeks to process provider re-enrollments. Providers who have not reenrolled by the March 
31st deadline will have their claims denied by both Louisiana Medicaid and Medicaid MCOs. We 
have been told there will be no grace period or retroactive payments for providers who miss the 
reenrollment deadline. For more information, see the Informational Flyer 

 
 

 


